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The Very Model of a Modern Major 
Terminal: Kansas City Replaces 
Three Outdated Terminals with a 
Cutting-Edge Jewel
April 2022

It’s always exciting to share stories with 
the media about the impactful projects 
that Henderson Engineers is undertaking. The article by Angus 
Stocking in the April 2022 issue regarding our work as the 
lead engineer for the upcoming New Terminal at Kansas City 
International Airport (KCI) is some of the best coverage we’ve 
received in the past year—if not the best—and we commend you 
and your team for consistently putting out great work. 

As big fans of the piece, we recently included it in our 
August 2022 Venue Sector email newsletter, which focuses 
on the work we do within airports, arenas, stadiums and other 
multi-purpose venues. The feedback we’ve received regarding it 
has been great, but one of our project partners pointed out that 
the renderings were mistakenly attributed to the wrong firm. 
Would it be possible to update the credits on the online story by 
any chance? If so, credit should be given to Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill (SOM), the lead architect for the New Terminal Project. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Achoki
PR & Communications Specialist at Henderson Engineers

Mike,
Thank you for the kind note and pointing out the attri-

bution error. We apologize for that and have corrected it on 
the online version.

Todd Danielson
Editorial Director
Informed Infrastructure

Will Politics Erode Infrastructure 
Standards?
August 2022

In response to Robert Schickel’s edito-
rial, “Will Politics Erode Infrastructure 
Standards?”, politics has always eroded 
infrastructure standards. There has rarely 
been political will to do the right thing for 
infrastructure. Even the recent infrastructure bill was political 
grandstanding, with much of the spending directed to programs 
unrelated to infrastructure (unless you redefine infrastructure).

Schickel bemoans the acts of the Supreme Court on the basis 
that they were not elected by the general population. Ironically, 
all of the laws that he references were made by bureaucrats or 
by previous court fiat, not by the general population nor even by 
elected officials. The purpose of the Constitution is to safeguard 
our freedoms and to provide a constant and reliable basis for 
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our laws. When any law, especially federal law, exceeds those 
Constitutional limits, it is the duty of the court to bar their 
implementation, regardless of the value of the law. The recent 
Supreme Court decisions actually return these decisions back 
to the states, where we the people have more influence, where 
we are closer to our elected officials. The recent Supreme 
Court decisions have actually been more in line with the literal 
text of the Constitution, making future decisions more predict-
able, rather than recent past decisions based on “penumbras” 
and “emanations” that are really nothing more than those 
previous courts’ decisions based too often on what they believe 
the Constitution should say.

Is this a messy way of doing things? Yes, certainly. Does 
it mean that infrastructure will be handled differently by the 
different states? Very likely. Will it become the chaos that 
Schickel implies? Very unlikely. In fact, by returning these 
responsibilities to the states, it is very likely that even better 
ways will be found. Even today, it seems that most of the 
innovation comes from the states, not the federal government, 
as they work to provide services to their constituents in afford-
able ways.

The public could greatly benefit from our knowledge and 
experience, if we choose to get involved and share it. We 
need to learn how to better communicate with an increas-
ingly technically unknowledgeable society. We need to 
influence our engineering societies such as ASCE and the 
SEA’s to use their collective influence for the advancement 

of standards and proper spending. And we need to stay above 
politics. When we add to the politicization of infrastructure, 
our communities lose.

Allen Adams, P.E., S.E., M.ASCE
Oceanside, Calif.
 

CORRECTION
Don’t Knock on Wood: Nation’s 
Second-Tallest Mass-Timber High-
Rise Gets Go Ahead in Denver
Sustainable Engineering 2022 Issue 

This feature included an image of the 
Ascent building in Milwaukee (pictured 
right), the tallest timber structure in 
the world. Photo credit was incorrectly 
attributed to James Florio Photography. 
It should have been credited to Korb + Associates Architects. 
Informed Infrastructure regrets the error.

Todd Danielson
Editorial Director
Informed Infrastructure
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