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LETTERS

Good afternoon, Mr. Stocking,
My husband recently attended the WEFTEC 2021 show in Chicago 

and returned with your article, “Return to Glory: Notre Dame’s 
Restoration Is On Track” from the Sustainable Engineering Special 
Issue he picked up there. Unfortunately, he “lightened his load” and 
only brought back the relevant pages, not the entire magazine. I would 
very much like to use this article in my course at the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science & Forestry in Syracuse, N.Y. I teach a history 
of art & design class (basically an Art History survey) for the Landscape 
Architecture department. Your article is exactly the kind of thing I like 
to assign, since many of my students are in non-art majors (Forestry, 
Environmental Studies, Natural Resources Management). I like to give them some 
current outside readings that will pique their interest.

Would you be able to provide me with a PDF of your article that includes 
the appropriate volume and issue information? 

As a frequent visitor to Notre Dame, a former French language major, and 
an architectural historian, I was thrilled to read of the restoration efforts.

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Dr. Sara L. French
Landscape Architecture Department
SUNY-ESF
Syracuse, N.Y.

Return to Glory: Notre Dame’s Restoration Is On Track
Sustainable Engineering Special Issue 2021

Dr. French,
Thank you for your inter-

est in our magazine and this 
article. We will happily send 
you a complimentary PDF of 
the article, and we’re hon-
ored that you’ll be using it in 
your class. 

Since you’re part of the 
College of Environmental 
Science & Forestry, I hope you 

noticed that we use high-quality paper 
certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC), showing that it has 
been harvested in a responsible man-
ner, as sustainability is at the forefront 
of both our magazine coverage and 
production.

Regards,
Kevin Carmody
Publisher
Informed Infrastructure
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otre Dame de Paris is not the largest Gothic 
cathedral in the world, or in France. It’s not even 
the largest cathedral named for “Our Lady” in 
France; Notre Dame de Amiens, Notre Dame de 

Chartres and Notre Dame de Reims are all larger and consid-
ered (by many) to be finer examples of Gothic architecture. 
And, to continue running down this UNESCO World Heritage 
Site for one more sentence, it’s not the oldest cathedral … 
even in Paris! That honor goes to the basilica of Saint-Pierre-
aux-Nonnains, which began life as a Roman secondary school 
building in 380 AD and was converted into a church in the 7th 
century. Construction of Notre Dame de Paris began in 1163 
and was completed circa 1270.

But enough petty nitpicking; absolutely no one denies that 
Notre Dame is the most famous and beloved of the cathedrals—
drawing about 13 million visitors annually—and one of the 
most treasured of all the world’s great buildings … of any kind. 

Perhaps it’s the history; Notre Dame’s famous bells have 
tolled for the coronation of Henry the VI as King of France, for 
Napoleon when he named himself Emperor and (in 1909) for 
the beatification of Joan of Arc. Maybe it’s the location; it’s 
difficult to beat an island in the Seine in the heart of Paris for 
stately magnificence. And surely it being the setting for Victor 
Hugo’s most-famous novel, The Hunchback of Notre-Dame, 
has something to do with it—the popularity of the book actu-
ally inspired previous massive renovation in the 19th century, 
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Interior 
bracing was 

installed 
during the 

safety phase to 
stabilize stone 

arches.
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Finally, there's a solid, economical substitute for galvanized steel: 
Weathering Grade steel tube from Bull Moose.

Compared to COR-TEN® and other ASTM A847 options, our Weathering 
Grade steel delivers equivalent performance for heavy-weather 
environments at a much lower cost.

OOver time, the surface of this material develops a stable, light-brown patina 
that protects from corrosion—and eliminates the need for costly 
(and environmentally harmful) painting/re-painting.

• Upfront savings on price
• Lifetime savings on maintenance
• 50úăø strength

That’s Weathering Grade from Bull Moose. Call us to discuss your project.


